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LES Teacher of the Year
VOWS to never stop
having fun

Photo courtesy of Samantha Patath

LES Teacher of the Year Linda Marsden
poses with her student, 8-year-old Anya

Patath.

By Sharon K. Sobotta

Linda Marsden knew in her
heart that she was meant to be
a second-grade teacher since
she was in second grade,
around the time she was 8
years old. Marsden made her
way to Lafayette Elementary
School in 1987 and got hired
pretty much on the spot after
what she remembers to be a
grueling interview with the su-
perintendent. Some 35 years
later, Marsden is still going
strong in her beloved second-
grade classroom at LES - so
strong that she was honored as
the 2022-23 Teacher of the
Year.

Marsden is known by
many who’ve sat in her class or
worked alongside her as a
classroom comedian of sorts.
She’s also known for her end of
the day trivia games, her wit
and her structure. “I have clear
(boundaries with my students),
but I enjoy being funny and
silly,” Marsden says. “When my
students remember their time
in my class, I hope they’ll think
of it as a time they had fun.”

The students from Mars-
den’s first second-grade class
are now in their early 40s and
many of them (and those who
have come after them) are her
Facebook friends. “I had my
first grand-students this year,”
Marsden boasts proudly.
“That’s been so special. I just
love that.”

Long before Marsden was
old enough to make her child-
hood dream of teaching come
true, she was preparing. “I had
a classroom in my house. I
never wanted to be anything
(other than a teacher).”

That inner passion for
children and the art of teach-
ing that Marsden exudes is
perhaps what’s helped her
navigate some tough moments
in time with creativity and
compassion. When Marsden’s
time with her 2020 cohort of
students was cut short by the
pandemic, she created flat ‘Ms.
Marsden’s’ and invited her
class to take her everywhere
they went and take pictures
along the way. She got into
character over Zoom to inspire
the budding poets in her class
to write their best work and
craft at-home poetry nights.
“There have been many hard
days-the 1989 earthquakes,
9/11, school shootings around
the country, emails from par-
ents who forget teachers are
human - plus being a working
parent with babies, teenagers
(and now grown kids with
grand kids on the way),” Mars-
den says. “But underneath it
all, it’s the kids that make it
fabulous every day. When I'm
feeling (overwhelmed) for
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whatever rea-
son, I shut my
door and live in
the world of
Room 15.”
Marsden says
she could talk
about the ‘won-
derfulness’ of
second grade for
hours. “The stu-
dents have the
first grade under
their belt.

- They’ve experi-
enced every-
thing from the
Halloween pa-
rade to Field Day
.~ to Leopard Spirit
- Day and they’re
ready to go. Aca-
. demically, they
have settled into
school and gen-
erally enjoy
learning,” Mars-
den says. “And,
they love their
teacher - (me).”
Marsden wants
her students to know that even
when things seem tough for a
day or a week or even a month,
things will eventually get bet-
ter. If she could give advice to
her younger self, her own chil-
dren or even the students she
has today, it would be to simply
not to forget to have fun. “I'd
say get a ‘B.” Enjoy life, as it
goes by (quickly). You don’t
have to have an ‘A’ on every as-
signment,” Marsden says. “You
will end up where you’re sup-
posed to be and there are many
paths to get there.”

Anya Patath, age 8, says
she was thrilled to learn that
Mrs. Marsden was the Teacher
of the Year at LES. When asked
why that makes her happy,
Anya’s eyes light up with pride
as she says, “Because my
teacher is the Teacher of the
Year.”

Anya loved earning table
points from the in-class trivia
games that were redeemable
for prizes. Marsden’s sense of
humor along with her stories
about her family were another
high point for Anya. “Mrs.
Marsden’s sister had a fish
named AJ, but when the fish
died she got another fish
named BJ and the one after
that was CJ,” Anya explains
through giggles.

Even though Anya will be
in a different classroom as a
third-grader in just a few
weeKks, she says she has every
intention of going to visit Mrs.
Marsden and getting some
hugs from her as long as she’s
at LES.

LES fifth-grade teacher
Scott Moe is both a friend and a
colleague of Marsden. “She’s
the number one teacher with
35 years under her belt. 'm
number two with 30 years.
She’s a mentor to everyone and
a voice of reason,” Moe says.
“She reminds us that it’s im-
portant to get to know the fam-
ilies, not just (through the lens
of) a teacher, but also as peo-
ple.”

Although Moe and Mars-
den work with different age
groups, they work together at
school and maintain a connec-
tion that extends beyond their
teaching roles. Moe’s fifth-
graders pair up with Marsden’s
second-graders as big buddies
and little buddies, which give
the pair a chance to collabo-
rate. Marsden has also known
Moe’s children, who are now in
high school, since they were
born and served as their
homeroom teacher when they
were in second grade. Moe says
it was a long time coming for
Marsden to be recognized as
Teacher of the Year. “It’s about
time,” Moe says. “She really is
the heartbeat of the school.”

Lafayette
Public
Meetings
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LAFAYETTE

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Aug. 28, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's
You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Monday, Aug. 7,7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Aug. 14, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube
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1082 Larch Ave, Moraga
4 BD + Office, 3 BA, 2196 SF and 500+ SF Bonus Room and 3D tours of our listings

View more photos, videos

$2,195,000 at Orinda.com
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52 Merr|II Clrcle N, Moruga
5BD, 5 BA, 5471 SF, $3,650,000 4 BD, 3 BA, 2464 SF, $2,350,000
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793 Solana Dr, Lafayette
3 BD, 3 BA, 3076 SF, $2,525,000

Represented Buyers

694 Cam Ricardo, Moraga

8 Stewart Court, Moraga
4 BD, 3 BA, 2586 SF, $1,720,000

Represented Sellers
.
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207 Rheem Blvd, Orinda
5 BD, 5 BA, 3046 SF, $2,300,000

Represented Sellers

471 Millfield PI, Moraga
4 BD, 4 BA, 3644 SF, $2,400,000

Represented Buyers
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50 Gaywood PI, Morng
3 BD, 2 BA, 2162 SF, $1,950,000

Represented Sellers

5 Teodora Ct, Moraga
4 BD, 4 BA, 3668 SF, $2,825,000

Represented Sellers

3484 S Sllver Sprlngs quqyette
5 BD, 3 BA, 2705 SF, $3,350,000

Represented Sellers

Elena Hood

Elena@Orinda.com
925.254.3030
DRE 01221247
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Compoass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources
deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages
are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

GALLEGOS BOAMAN GROUP
YOUR LAMORINDA REALTORS

It may be the Dog Days of Summer...
but we’re on a house hunt for our chents

.'F

We have buyers seeking homes in these Lamorinda neighborhoods:

 Orinda (close to BART)
+ Lafayette Valley Estates

* Burton Valley
» Saranap

Thinking of selling? Call us for information about our buyers.

Who you work with matters.

“The Gallegos Boaman Group gets the job done. Many would say that
real estate sells itself in Lamorinda.. we disagree, and we have the results
and professional relationship to prove it.” — Seller, Lafayette

Christine Gallegos
DRE# 01896511
925.878.2883

gallegosboaman@compass.com
gallegosboaman.com
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Amy S. Boaman
DRE# 01433269
9259976808
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CONSIDERING MAKING A MOVE?

GIVE US A CALL TODAY 925997.6808




